Wilderness Prayer

What is a Wilderness Prayer?
Wilderness Prayer combines the principles of three other prayer efforts: Persistent Prayer, Fasting and Jericho Prayer over a period of forty days. We discovered this powerful prayer effort in the summer of 1997 when the staff and Saturday morning intercessors of Pantego Bible Church entered into this pattern of prayer for one of our staff member's wives. We watched God heal her as a result of this work of prayer. This is a forty-day prayer effort where, a group of people prays persistently, as well as, fast one day a week and then gathers together to war in prayer for one hour on the day they fast.

First of all, a Wilderness Prayer is a forty-day prayer effort where believers commit themselves to a spiritual warfare of persistent prayer for a six-week period. Forty has the idea of testing in the Scriptures. Somehow in God's economy it is a significant number that brings spiritual breakthroughs. 

Exodus 34:28 Moses was there with the LORD forty days and forty nights without eating bread or drinking water. And he wrote on the tablets the words of the covenant--the Ten Commandments 

1 Kings 19:8,9 So he got up and ate and drank. Strengthened by that food, he traveled forty days and forty nights until he reached Horeb, the mountain of God. 9 There he went into a cave and spent the night. And the word of the LORD came to him: "What are you doing here, Elijah?" 

Luke 4:1,2 Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the desert, 2 where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing during those days, and at the end of them he was hungry.

Second, a Wilderness Prayer effort is a persistent asking, seeking and knocking in prayer. A pursuit of the goodness of the Father on behalf of a friend who is in need.

Luke 11:5-13 Then he said to them, "Suppose one of you has a friend, and he goes to him at midnight and says, 'Friend, lend me three loaves of bread, because a friend of mine on a journey has come to me, and I have nothing to set before him.' "Then the one inside answers, 'Don't bother me. The door is already locked, and my children are with me in bed. I can't get up and give you anything.' I tell you, though he will not get up and give him the bread because he is his friend, yet because of the man's boldness he will get up and give him as much as he needs. "So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened. "Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead? Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!" 

Third, a Wilderness Prayer is a persistent pursuit of the justice of God on behalf of a friend who is in need.Luke 18: 1-8 Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up. 2 He said: "In a certain town there was a judge who neither feared God nor cared about men. 3 And there was a widow in that town who kept coming to him with the plea, 'Grant me justice against my adversary.' 4 "For some time he refused. But finally he said to himself, 'Even though I don't fear God or care about men, 5 yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will see that she gets justice, so that she won't eventually wear me out with her coming!'" 6 And the Lord said, "Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7 And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? 8 I tell you, he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?" 

Forth, a Wilderness Prayer effort involves fasting for one day a week through the six-week period. Exodus 34: 28 Moses was there with the LORD forty days and forty nights without eating bread or drinking water. And he wrote on the tablets the words of the covenant--the Ten Commandments.

Luke 4: 1,2 Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the desert, 2 where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing during those days, and at the end of them he was hungry.

Fifth, a Wilderness Prayer effort is a corporate prayer gathering where two or more believers come together in the name of the Lord and agree together in prayer.Matthew 18: 18-20 "I tell you the truth, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. Again, I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything you ask for, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. For where two or three come together in my name, there am I with them." 

How does Wilderness Prayer work? 
When a group of people is so moved with compassion for an individual who is in bondage. When they believe that God is good, just and able to deliver that person through the power of Jesus and his shed blood on the cross. When they since the leading of the Holy Spirit to join together in prayer, they are ready to enter into a Wilderness Prayer effort. They will want to agree about the day and time they will fast for a 24-hour period (dinner to dinner, lunch to lunch or breakfast to breakfast). Then agree upon the time they will gather to pray for one-hour. In the 24-four hour fast they will want to:

1. Allow themselves to be stirred with a sense of need and led by the Spirit of God. 

2. Devote the normal time allotted to the two meals missed, as well as, your normal quiet time to meditate, pray and study concerning the focus of their fast.

3. As they feel discomfort in the last few hours of your fast, use the discomfort to remind you of your need for God and utter breath prayers concerning your focus. (A breath prayer is a simple address of one of the members of the Godhead followed by a simple request, i.e. Father, set him free!)

Guidelines for the Wilderness Prayer time:
1. Praying In Jesus' Name: When we pray in Jesus' name, we remind ourselves of the source of authority for answered prayer. 

2. Agreeing Prayer: We recognize that as we agree with one another in prayer, we have promises from Jesus that He will act in a powerful way in answer to the request.

3. Spirit Led: As we pray, we listen for the Holy Spirit's prompting. If a song comes to mind, sing it. If a verse of Scripture comes to mind, quote it or read it out loud. 

4. Praying In One Accord: We focus our prayers on one request at a time, allowing other members of the group to pray for that same request as they are led. We then move on to another request as the Spirit leads. 

What need would merit a Wilderness Prayer? 
After one or more individuals have already prayed (persistent prayer, fasting, Jericho Prayer, etc.) for someone in bondage with no measurable results, they may want to enter into a Wilderness Prayer effort. This may be demonic bondage that is characterized by fleshly addictive sins or strongholds of deception and destruction or oppression brought one by curses or generational sin. 
