THE AUTHORITY OF THE CHRISTIAN LEADER â€“ Part III
The Christian leader's authority is an opportunity to serve those Jesus has entrusted to him and is never to be lorded over them. When a Christian leader asserts that he has been given spiritual authority over someone, he needs to ask four questions. 

1. Have I assumed spiritual responsibility for the soul of this person?

2. Do I pray for the ministry of the Holy Spirit to give him encounters with Jesus and guidance into Jesus' will for his life?

3. Do I keep watch over him in prayer and war against the schemes and works of the evil one to hold him in bondage?

4. Do I serve this person, empowering and releasing him to be everything God has called him and gifted him to be?

"A man can receive nothing unless it has been given him from heaven." The Scriptures teach four basic truths about the spiritual authority: 

1. God is the one who gives spiritual authority to the Christian leader. (John 17:2; Mark 6:7; Luke 10:17-19) As a result, the Christian leader who has been given authority seeks to please the One who has given that authority to him. (John 5:30)

2. The Christian leader has been given a position of authority and is seated with Christ in the heavenly realms. The scope of his authority however is limited to the work the Lord Jesus has called him to do and the individuals the Lord has placed in his hands. (John 17:1,2) 

3. The primary purpose of spiritual authority is for spiritual warfare against the powers of darkness that seek to hinder the advancement of the Kingdom of God and harm those the Lord has entrusted to the Christian leader. (Luke 22:31,32)

4. The Christian leader is not to lord his authority over those Jesus has entrusted to him. Rather, his position of authority is an opportunity to serve those the Lord has placed in his hands. (Matt. 20:20-28; Mark 10:35-45; John 13:1-5)

There has been a great deal of abuse concerning the exercise of authority by Christian leaders within the Christian community. The very moment the Christian leader asserts his authority over an individual to control his behavior; he has lost sight of the model of Jesus as He exercised authority. At that moment, the Christian leader needs to step back and be still. "A man can receive nothing unless it has been given him from heaven." It is the Spiritâ€™s job to move men and women to action. The Christian leader can cast vision but the moment he begins to manipulate or control someone he has lost sight of true Biblical authority. Spiritual authority is given in order to protect from the devil those God has given to the Christian leader. Spiritual authority is an opportunity to serve those under the Christian leader's care; guiding, empowering and releasing them to be everything God has called and gifted them to be.
