JOHN THE BAPTIST'S PERSPECTIVE TOWARDS MINISTRY 
"A man can receive nothing unless it has been given him from heaven.” John 3:27

This was the response of John the Baptist when his disciples expressed concern that the crowds were leaving them and going after Jesus. John's response was remarkable. Rather than convening a special conference to plan how they could win back the crowds, John expressed this simple truth. God gives success only to the assignments he has given to His servants. And so John's immediate response to his jealous followers was, "A man can receive nothing unless it has been given him from heaven."

John then described the picture of a wedding. He made the analogy of Jesus being the bridegroom, the crowds being the bride and Jesus as the attendant to the bridegroom. John knew his calling. He was not the Christ or the bridegroom. He was the forerunner who prepared the way of the Lord. He was the attendant to the bridegroom. So when he said, "He must increase, but I must decrease," John 3:30 John was being true to the assignment God gave him.

Later in the third chapter of John's gospel, John the Baptist described what Jesus was called to do and the reason for His success. "For the One whom God has sent speaks the words of God, for God gives the Spirit without limit. The Father loves the Son and has placed everything in His hands." John 3:34, 35

The Father sent Jesus to preach the word of God. The crowds that were now following Jesus were the lost sheep of Israel. The bride that John spoke of was the lost sheep Jesus was addressing. Jesus is able to preach because the Father gave Him the Spirit without measure. The crowds were coming to Jesus because the Father was placing them in His hands. "A man can receive nothing unless it has been given him from heaven." John knew that just as the Father placed the crowds in his hands in order to prepare the way for the Lord, now the Father was placing them in Jesus' hands. That is why the crowds were going after Jesus. John had not failed in his mission; rather John had fulfilled it. 
