Explanation For The Thirteen Compound Names of Yahweh
When Jesus taught His disciples to pray in the Sermon on the Mount, He gave them an outline known as the Lord's Prayer. The Lord's Prayer was intended for a focus of prayer, meditation and intercession. The first request within Jesus' model of prayer was, "Hallowed be Your name." (Matt. 6:9) After God drew Moses to the burning bush to send him to be the deliverer of the Children of Israel, Moses expressed several concerns. One concern was that when he told the Israelites that the God of their fathers had sent him to them, they would ask, "What is His name?" So Moses asked Yahweh, "Then what shall I tell them?" God responded, "I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: 'I AM has sent me to you.' " (Ex. 3:13,14) Yahweh is the Hebrew translation for I AM. God then told Moses that from generation to generation He would be known by that name. It is the name of Yahweh, which God gave Moses that I believe Jesus was praying in the Lord's Prayer when He prayed, "Hallowed be Your name."

In the Old Testament there are thirteen compound names of Yahweh. Yahweh means the all-sufficient one. Each compound name of Yahweh emphasizes an aspect of God's character. On eight specific occasions when the leaders of the Children of Israel found themselves in a place of need, they had an encounter with Yahweh and He met their need. These men of God then described a quality of God's character and in this way many of the compound names of Yahweh are revealed:

After God provided a ram for Abraham as substitute for his son, Isaac, Abraham called God Yahweh-jireh, The LORD Who Provides.

When Moses lifted his hands in the wilderness, Joshua and the Children of Israel prevailed in the battle to defeat the Amalekites, Moses gave God the name, Yahweh-nissi, The LORD Our Banner on that day.

After the LORD delivered Moses and the Children of Israel from Pharaoh and his army, having drowned them in the Red Sea, they sang a song to the LORD and declared, "Yahweh-Milchamah, The LORD is a warrior; the LORD is his name."

When God met with Gideon and set him apart as a mighty warrior to fight the Midians, Gideon was amazed that he saw God and was not killed, so he called God Yahweh-shalom, The LORD Who Is Peace.

It is within the Prophet Samuel's writings that the LORD Almighty is first mentioned in Scripture. The true picture of the LORD strong and mighty, the LORD mighty in battle is best captured in David's declaration before Goliath in the battlefield, "You come against me with sword and spear and javelin, but I come against you in the name of Yahweh-sabaot, The LORD Almighty of the armies of Israel, whom you have defiled." 

After David pondered his relationship as a shepherd to his sheep, he realized that was exactly the relationship God had with him and so he declared that God is Yahweh-rohi, The LORD My Shepherd.

When David writes of the Most High's promise to protect those who make Him their dwelling, he clarifies who their protector is, "Even Yahweh-machseh, the LORD Who Is My Refuge and promises, 'Then no harm will befall you, no disaster will come near your tent." in Psalm 91.

When Ezekiel, the prophet, was led into a valley of dry bones, God commanded the prophet to prophesy to the dry bones. Ezekiel declared the name of God and said, "This is what Yahweh-adonai, Sovereign LORD says: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe into these slain, that they may live."

There were five other specific occasions when the Lord Himself revealed His name to the nation of Israel:

God promised healing to the children of Israel in the Levitical Law. If they listen to Him and keep His commands, He would not bring on them any diseases He brought upon the Egyptians. God explains that it is because, "I am Yahweh-rophe, The LORD Who Heals".

Again in the Law of Moses, God exhorted the children of Israel to keep and follow His Law. The Lord's declaration of Himself is, "I am Yahweh-m'kaddesh, The LORD Who Makes Holy."

As God spoke of the redemption of Israel, His unfaithful bride, He promises, "With everlasting kindness He will have compassion on you," says Yahweh-goel, The LORD Your Redeemer.

As the Lord reproved the shepherds of Israel for destroying and scattering the sheep of His pasture, He promised He would gather the remnant of His flock and bring them back to their pasture. He would raise up new shepherds and one day He would raise up a righteous branch, who will be a king. This king would be called: Yahweh-tsidkenu, The LORD Our Righteousness.

As the prophet Ezekiel described the dimensions of the New Jerusalem, he said it would be called Yahweh-shammah, The LORD Who Is There, because the presence of God would be within its' gates.
